STORY BY A MAN WHO WAS

OF THE UNITED STATES

SHIP WYOMING'S VICTORY AGAINST GREAT ODDS IN THE
STRAITS OF SHIMONOSEKI IN 1863 — RUNNING THE
SHORE BATTERIES

It was in the summer of 1863 that
according to the decree of the Shogun
or Tycoon, the “hairy barbarian” was
to be expelled from Japan and the
Morl, the powerful daimo of Cho-shin
attempted to bar the passage of for-
eign vessels through the BStralts of
Shimonoseki by firing on them. June
25 was the date set for the carrying
out'of that decree, and on that day
Morl was provided with exactly what

he wanted to enable him to carry out |

his part in the program, for, during
the afternoon, the American merchant
vessel Pembroke entered the straits
on her way to Nagaskl and China,
having on board a pilot that had been
been supplied by the Yeddo govern-
ment; she was fired on by the land
batteries, also by the guns of the
armed brig Kosei, but escaped un
hurt.

Thua the peace of two centuries and
& half was broken. In April of that
same year Commander McDougil of
the United States navy, in command
of the Wyoming, was in Hongkong
looking for trouble, in the shape of a
Confederate privateer: he recaived
orders from Mr., Pruyn, the United
States minister in Yokohama to bring
his ship to that port, and to Liave her
Zuns ready for servive as the Jlapan-
ege were beginning to give lroulle
to forelgners, Incendar'ari anf aseas
sination on the part of the "rouin”
were on the increase, and, as a mat-
ter of fact, the United States Jegation
was burned shortly after the arrival
in port of the Wyoming, but whether
by accident or design, could mever he
found out. On July 11 Commander
MeDougal heard from his minister the
naws of the firing on the Pembroke
on the 25th of the previous month,
the news having come up from Shang-
hal, and he was glad enough that
Mori had provided an immediate sub-
stitute for an Alabama, Nothing
daunted by the fact that he was not
acquainted with the passage of the
straits, and could not obtain any ehart
of the place, he ordered coal on hoard
and procured two pilots from the gov-
ernment: then he lost no time in
sailing out to Shimonoseki.

The Wyoming's Guns,
The Wyoming was a sloop of war

of T00 tons equipped with four thirty

inch Dahlgren pivot guns, She carriel
a crew of 160 officers and men, all of
whom seemed “fit,"” and they compos

two-pounder side guns and two eleven.

" i
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dition to the shore batteries, the Jap-
anese had three armed vessels,

One Vessel Against Three
| The Wy entered .the narrov
straits at 6 o’clock on the morning of
July 16, Signal guns were fired from
the first redoubt and the warning
was passed along ns far as the town.
Before the ship was within sight of
the town the first shot struck her
above the engine room. No reply was
made, however, tlll the Wyoming

|

|

rounded the Monshi promontory on
the southern shore, when the three
ships and the whole town burst Into
view, Btakes had been driven into
the mud on the edge of the navigable

billet. Now the Inevitable happéned:
the Wyoming cleared the steamer and
steered over toward the southern
share, and all the shore batteries get-
ting the range sgain, together with
the guns on the bark, concentrated
their fire on her, nd—ahu'mnﬁod—
but, despite that fact and the holes
torn in her side by shells, she still
vigorously continued firing,

The Koshin had slipped her cable
and made toward the shore under |
the batteries, either for the purpose |
of esouping or to altempt to ram and |
board the American ship One of the
| brigs showed signs of distress and was
evidently about to sink. But McDou-

WELE Youtty st - he WEH channel and it was evident—even fro
§ . —a
was the very first to board the W¥- | (y. firat shot fired-that th M | gal was not content to carry on the
B : @ first shot fired-—that the Japanese ' fight with his ship in the mud, so he |
ming on her arrival in Yokohoma, | knew the exact distance and expected | set her propeller to work to get her
carrylng a message from Admiral Ku- | to blow the ship to smithereens, The | off; fortunately this was a powerful
per, and he had many opportunities | steamer Koshin was Iying close in|one, and, after several attempts she

of revisiting the ship during lerstay

most of the ofMcers and forming a
great liking and mutual

thorough sallor, Commander gfcDoug
al.

It was this friendship and Inti
macy with the other officers that en-
abled him to zet a true account of
the "“episode” at first hand and un-
garnished, and from having visited
the scene of the action, he felt al-
most that he had seen the whols
thing. * The Straits of Shimonoseki
form the watery gateway of the In-
land Sea, the actual straits being in
the neighborhood of three miles long
and from one and a half to two miles
wwide, but the navigable channel is
only from three to seven hundred feet
wide, The town consists principally
iof one long street running along the
foot of some bold bluffs, and there
|is a ravine in which +the lhouses
| eluster pretty thickly; the population
wae, at that period, about fifteen or
sixteen thousand persons., The bat-
| teries, or, more correctly speaking,
llhe redoubts or platforms where the
| seventy-four guns were mounted, ex-
tended from a point at the extreme
enst of the straits right up to the
town itself; the village Chofu,
|\\'l|er‘e the heaviest guns were mount-
{ed, being nearly in the middle of that
| line. There was also a ten-gun fort
named Bugen, on the opposite shore,

of

{tut in such & position that it could

not come into action against any ship
that was attacking the town of Shim-
onoseki, Among other guns on shore
there were several elght-inch Dahl-
grens, which had been given to the
government at Yeddo, but in some
way had got into Mori's hands. In ad-

In port, p » witls |
porl, becoming very intimate wit ’, rect for her, as he intended to take

{under the forts, and McDougal order | fioated aguin,

#d the man at the wheel to steer dl-

her The pilot got frightened und

' friendsbip | ;514 him he wounld run his ship on
with that kindly old gentleman and |gone ag there was not enough water

and they were doing all they could to
keap the vessel on the southern shore:
it was evident that they were not
accustomed to fighting.

As soon as the Wyoming wasg seen
to be steering for the northern shore,
the steamer and another battery. «p
the side of the hill, bagan to fire: this
wag one of the batterles that had an
elght-inch Dahlgren. About then an-
other battery opened and then was
shown MeDougal's wisdom [n steam-
ing out of the staked channel, as the
shot began to pass above the hull and
up in the rigging. The three Japanesse
men of war earired elghteen guns be.
tween Lthem. Even by this time, the
Wyoming had several wounded and
three killed. As she neared the Jap
anese vessels her flag was Tun up
with cheers by the crew and It was
at once saluted by a fresh sghore hat-
tery of our guns. By 10:30 a. m., the
Ameriean vessel was in front of the
town. She dashed in  between the
steamer and the two brigs and wnas
soon abreast of the Kosel which fired
a broadside from her four brass 20-
pounders. The Ko-shin was not able
to do very much damage, her guns he-
ing pointed np the channel; but the
Vbrig was so close that the faces of
her crew were plainly discernible, and
the guns of the two ships were near-
ly touching each other. So rapidly
did the Japanese work her guns that
no less than three bLroadsides were
fired before the Wyominz passed her.
As the American vessel went between
the two Japanese ships she fired both
broadsides, and every shot found Its

Shot Hit the Boiler

Ignoring the sinking brig, the Wy-
{ oming paid all her attention to the on-
coming Koshin, In doing so she had
| to contend with the swift-running cur-
remt. The bow chaser was the gun
that proved the most service at this
| moment, as the broads!ders could not
vei come into play. The bhow gun,
however, did its work well and the
second shot passed through the ves.
se] plercing her side just above the

{water-llne. It smashed the boller,
came out on the other side, and ex-|
ploded in the town, half a mile away. |
Great volumes of steam rose from the
disabled ship, and spars and wreck-
age were hurled up in the air. Her |
ofticers left in the small boats to pull
for the shore, and the crew jumped
overbeard just as the steamer sank
from sight. At least forty of these
men lost their Hves, By this time the
Wyoming was well past the town it-
gelf and had her work cut out to make
way against the very powerful tide.
The bark was still firing as fast as
she ocould serve the guns, and the
guns in the batteries were finding
their target. McDougal decided to set
tle the bark first and then give his
attention to the shore guns. The bark
was soon disabled and worthless. On
her way back the Wyoming dropped
most of her shots right in the bal-
terles, one of which was completely
destroyed. A

Half an hour after noon the firing
| censed, the Wyoming having Ared
from filty to sixty ghots in all. Tha
enemy must have fired one hundred
and thirty or more shots in the same
time. The Wyoming lost five men
killed and seven wounded; she was
hulled ten times and her smokestack

had eix holes In it, hér masts wora

Injured, and her rigeing was pretty
badly cut up. The Japanese lost Lwo
vessels sunk and had one disabled.
One battery was destroyved and many
men were killed or wounded; the
number of their casualties was never
ascertalned, ns In Yokohama we were
dependent on Yeddo for Information,
and the reports from there were enr
ratie,

The Credit Due McDougal

There 18 no doubt that McDougal
was entltled to all the glory apd honor
he ever got for the part he piayed in
the opening up of Dai Nipon, Per
haps, had the United States not been
busy attending to other matiers near-
er home at the time, McDougal would
have had his gervices more fully rec-
ognized,

During the engagement, the Wyom-
ing was under fire from three ships,
and, nt one time or another, from
elght batteries, and either one or two
gun redoubts. Befors she got through
she sank two of the ships, made a
lame duck of the third: she went
aground and worked off again without
aid, she disabled at least one of the
batteries, and and silenced several of
the others. She carrled only six guns
herself, but had opposed to her no

|less than ninety-two guns, some of

which were heavy ordnance.

When shall her glory fade?
Think, think of the wild fight ghe
waged!

For this little “eplsode” the Unlted
States collected $12,000, part of which
went to the owners of the 8. 8. Pem-
broke.

On entering the harbor of Yokw-
homa the following day, the Wyoming
was greeted with cheers from the
Conqueror and other British war vea-
gels, as well as those of other na-
tiong then at anchor, and Admiral
Kuper made great haste to congrat-
ulate Commander MeDougal. Very
shortly aflerward, having made good
her damages, the Wyoming, In com-
plinnee with orders she had received
prior to coming to Japan at the ur-
gent request of the TUnited States
minister, left the Rast for home wa-
ters. She had the hearly good wishes
of all who remained behind, and
dozens of people lned the Bund to
ses her steam out, The writer, Loo,
felt that he had lost a friend as she
turned the point and sank from slght,
but there has always been a linger-
ing memory and pleasant recollections
in his heart for as kind and good-
natured a friend as ever he had In
his life in the person of David Mec-
Dougal—New York Evening Post.

House
Cleaning
Time

Don’t heat your ocar-
pets and start the
germs to flying, use
the Vacuum Cleaner.
Picks up dirt and
germs. We rent the
cleaner for $1 a day.

Las Vegas Light

& Power Co.
Phone Main 206.
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FORE-DOOR MODEL

$800.00

F. O. B, Detroit
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Las Vegas, New Mexico.

~={Chr

AN ALI. STAR CAST

Christopher Colt, Jr.....

Christopher Colt,
[ajor Hedway ..
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A SCREAMING FARCE IN FOUR ACTS

Orrin Blood
.ev.....Lawrence Clark
cvviessens .. Leo Tipton
Ed. McWenie
vev... Charles Trumbull
vieeivn... Henry Hipsch
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John Condon
.+.... Mary Tipton
veeeenes Irs, Artless Trumbull
covenennsoHelen Cunningham
...... Mary Coors
ceviieieninens, Rachael Ward
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